SPONSORSHIP – 1/10
Pilgrimage is more than a three day weekend. If that is all we obtain from it, we have only shared an event or an experience. We will not have let the light of Christ shine or begin to bear fruit.  The purpose of Pilgrimage is to inspire, challenge and strengthen our faith, develop leadership and equip Christians to serve Christ more boldly and productively. 
Sponsorship is one of the key functions in the Pilgrimage method. It goes beyond just getting someone to attend the Weekend and sending in their application. The main outcome of the Weekend should be spreading the Gospel - reaching out to others with a sharing of The Good News. This time spent with fellow Christians is for mutual spiritual enrichment and growth.  As we reflect on our place in God’s “scheme of things” during the weekend, we may become more effective in our churches, homes, places of business and our communities.
PHASE 1: PRE-PILGRIMAGE

A. Identify a person you may want to sponsor.

B. Pray for God’s leading.

C. Consider the person and give thought to the following:

1. Is Pilgrimage right for the individual?

2. Is the time right?

3. Are there circumstances that need to be considered such as health, recent events or problems, family, stress, etc. that might indicate this is not the time for a Weekend? Serious emotional problems usually preclude attending a Weekend. Does the individual exhibit the basic Christian principles for the Weekend to be meaningful?

D. Can I commit to that person as a sponsor on the Weekend and later? 

E. Share Pilgrimage and answer any questions the individual may have. There need be nothing secret about the Weekend (but allow for some element of surprise). 

F. Be an active witness and servant for Christ. Do not glorify your experience or the event. 

G. Let the individual know you are praying and are available.

PHASE 2: PILGRIMAGE WEEKEND

A. The sponsor should make sure the pilgrim has what is needed for the Weekend.  Confirm with the pilgrim they have received a packing list. 

B. The sponsor should provide transportation to and from the Weekend, or at least make arrangements for it. The sponsor should make sure the pilgrim has had his or her evening meal before arriving at Overlook.
C. The sponsor should arrange to take care of any babysitting or other family needs that may occur. Also, make a special effort to include the pilgrim's family in their own activities during the Weekend.
D. The sponsor should arrange for personal palanca for the pilgrim including letters from family members and others, and a mug.
E. The sponsor should attend Mananitas and Closing.  It is beneficial to stay at Swank Lodge for community support as well as reducing travel.  Also, there is good fellowship. 
PHASE 3: POST-PILGRIMAGE

A. Sponsors are responsible for affording their pilgrim the opportunity for a fourth day life, aiding and encouraging the pilgrims to belong to a permanent group reunion and attend Ultreyas. The sponsor should offer transportation when necessary. 
B. If the sponsor feels unable to fulfill this commitment, the pilgrim should have a co-sponsor. It is difficult to fulfill all responsibilities and sponsor more than two pilgrims.
C.    The sponsor should make every effort to get the pilgrim into a group reunion.

The question always arises as to the sponsor's financial responsibility. It is a great blessing to the donor to pay for someone's participation on a Pilgrimage Weekend, but this is only one of the blessings. Pilgrimage is a prayer ministry, and the funding is not as important as the other aspects of sponsorship. If you choose to sponsor a pilgrim and also provide funding, the total cost for one pilgrim is $160 ($45 from the applicant with the application and $115 from the sponsor). We don't want anyone to be unable to attend due to financial reasons, so financial help is available if needed.
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